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human beings became fully aware of thejs ;ity to comprehen;
through their mental powers. For this regg is regarded as the foiuinder
modern philosophy. ; it

. The deductive approach stressed by Desc o5 presumies that ig efentin the

mind are mathematical principles, logical relati nsii%gg}h stinciple of cause

and effect, concepts of size and motion, a
ently of human experience with the exge,
would say that the properties of a riglit-an
in human consciousness prior’fg;;y expe

These innate ideas, said Descartes, per:

ence to the physical world. Descartes held
it “intuits” or comprehends the logical nec
_these ideas with clarity, certainty, and precis

René Descartes

DISCOURSE ON METHOD

In the Disconrse orz Method (1637), Descart s
and importance, and its ability and right «

w==Tdeas that exist independ-:
cld. Descartes, for example,
"'gle (a? + b? = ¢) are implicit
might have with a triangle.
to give order and coher-
mind arrives at truth when
s own ideas and expresses

oclaimeéd the mind’s autonomy
prehend erch. In chis work he

offered a method whereby one coyild achiev tainty and thereby produce a
comprehensive understanding of nature and h: 1ag culture. In the following

passage from the Disconrse on Method, he explaine

‘the purpose of his inquiry.

How he did so is almost as revolutionary a_g_'t'he 'id_eas he wished to express. He

spoke in the first person, autobiographicéily,
own reason, and he addressed himself to othe
their reason. He brought to his narrative a

as an individual employing his
dividuals, inviting them to use
nprecedented confidence in the

power of his own judgment and a deep disepé}iantment with the learning of his

times.

PART ONE

From my childhood I lived in a world of books,
and since I was tanght that by their help I
could gain a clear and assured knowledge of
everything useful in life, I was eager to learn
from chem. But as soon as I had finished the
course of studies which usually admits one to
the ranks of the learned, I changed my opinion
completely. For I found myself saddied wich so
many doubts and errors that I seemed to have
gained nothing in crying to educate myself un-
less it was to discover more and more fully how
ignorant I was.

Nevertheless I had been in one of the most
celebrated schools in Europe, where I thoughe
there should be wise men if wise men exisced

anywhere on earth. I had learned chere every-
thing that others learned, and, not satisfied
with merely the knowledge that was taught, I
had perused as many books as I could find
which conrained more unusual and recondire
knowledge. . . . And finally, it did not seem to
me that our times were less flourishing and fer-
tile chan were any of the earlier periods. All
this led me to conclude that I could judge oth-
ers by myself, and to decide chat there was no
such wisdom in the world as I had previously
hoped co find. ...

1 revered our theology, and hoped as much as
anyone else to get to heaven, but having learned
on great authority that the road was just as open
to the most ignoranc as to the most learned, and
that the truehs of revelation which lead thereto
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aré beyond our understanding, I would not have
dared to submit them to the weaic:?ess of my rea-
sonings. I thought that to succeed in their exam-
ination it would be necessary to have some
extraordinary assistance from heaven, and to be
more than a man.

I will say nothing of philesophy except thar
it has been srudied for many centuries by the
most outstanding minds without having pro-
duced anything which is not in dispute and
consequently doubtful. I did not have enough
presumption to hope to succeed beceer than che
others; and when 1 noticed how many different
opinions learned men may hold on the same
subject, despite the fact that no more than one
of them can ever be right, I resolved to con-
sider almost as false any opinion which was
merely plausible. . . .

This is why I gave up my studies encirely as
soon as I reached the age when I was no longer
under the control of my teachers. I resolved to
seek no other knowledge than rhar which 1
might find within myself, or perhaps in the
great book of nature. I spent a few years of
my acdolescence traveling, seeing courts and
armies, living with people of diverse types and
stations of life, acquiring varied experience,
testing myself in the episodes which fortune
sent me, and, above all, thinking about the
things around me so that I could derive some
profit from them. For it secemed to me that I
might find much more of the truch in the cog-
irations [reflections} which each man made on
things which were important to him, and
where he would be the loser if he judged badly,
than in the cogitations of a man of letters in his
study, concerned with speculations which pro-
duce no effect, and which have no conse-
quences to him. . ..

... Afrer spending several years in thus
studying the book of nature and acquiring ex-
petience, I eventually reached che decision to
study my own self, and co employ all my abili-
ties to try to choose the right parh. This pro-
duced much better results in my case, I chink,
than would have been produced if I had never
left my books and my country. . . .

PART TWO

... As far as the opinions which I had been re-
ceiving since my birth were concerned, I could
not do better than to rejece them completely
for once in my liferime, and to resume chem af-
rerwards, or perhaps accept betrer ones in their
place, when I had determined how they fitted
into a rational scheme. And I frmly believed
that by this means I would succeed in conduct-
ing my life much better than if T built only
upon the old foundations and gave credence to
the principles which I had acquired in my
childhood without ever having examined them
to see whether they were true or not. . ..

... Never has my intention been more than
to try to reform my own ideas, and rebuild
them on foundations thar would be wholly
mire. . .. The decision to abandon all one's
preconceived notions is not an example for all
co follow. . . .

As for myself, I should no doubt have . ..
[never accempted it} if I had had buc a single
teacher or if I had not known the differences
which have always existed among the most
learned. I had discovered in college that one
cannot imagine anything so strange and unbe-
lievable but that it has been upheld by some
philosopher; and in my travels I had found that
those who held opinions contrary to ours were
neither barbarians nor savages, but chat many of
them werte at least as reasonable as ourselves. I
had considered how the same man, with.the
same capacity for reason, becomes different g5 a
resule of being broughe up among Frenchmen gg
Germans than he would be if he had .been
brought up among Chinese or cannibals; and
how, in our fashiens, the thing which pleased us
ten years ago and perhaps will please us again
ten yeats in the future, now seems extravagant
and ridiculous; and I felt ¢hat in all these ways
we are much more greatly influenced by custom
and example than by any certain knowledge,
Faced with this divergence of opinion, I could
not accept the testimony of the majority, for I
thought it worthless as a proof of anything
somewhat difficule to discover, since it is much

ple

th
< opli
its:

v
side'tl
BE7fou
thifeé"
e Th
éx‘é’\_f'sc
ernedt
hered:
Aumb
posed
[owin]
unalté




[ o P e R S |

2 » P =

e

[=avi= B &

more likely that a single man will have discov-
ered it than a whole people. Not, on the other
hand, could I select anyone whose opinions
seemed to me to be preferable to those of others,
and I was thus conserained to embark on the in-
vestigation for myself.

Nevertheless, like a man who walks alone in
the darkness, I resolved to go so slowly and cir-
cumspectly thac if I did not get ahead very
rapidly I was at least safe from falling. Also, I did
not want to rejece all the opinions which had
slipped irrationally into my consciousness since
birch, until I had first spent enough time plan-
ning how to accomplish the task which I was
then undereaking, and seeking the true method
of obtaining knowledge of everycthing which my
mind was capable of understanding. . ..

Descartes’ method consists of four princi-
ples that place the capacity to arrive at truth
entirely within the province of the human
mind. First one finds a self-evident princi-
ple, such as a geometric axiom. From this
general principle, other truths are deduced
through logical reasoning. This is accom-
plished by breaking a problem down into
its elementary components and then, step
by step, moving toward mare complex
knowledge.

Chapter 2. The Scientific Revolutio

my conclusions unless it presented it
clearly and distinctly to my mind tha
was no occasion to doubt it. 5

The second was to divide each of the diffi
culties which I encountered into as many parts
as possible, and as might be required for an
easier solurion.

The thisd was ¢o think in an orderly fashion,
beginning with the things which were sim-
plest and easiest to understand, and gradually
and by degrees reaching toward more complex
knowledge, even treating as though ordered
materjals which were not necessarily so.

Thé last was always to make enumerations so
complete, and reviews s0 general, that I would
be certain that nothing was omitred. . . .

What pleaseci"' e most about this method was
char it enabled me to reason in all things, if not
perfeéily, at least as well as was in my power. In
addition, I felt thar in practicing it my mind was
gradually becoming accustomed to conceive its
objects mote clearty and distinctly. . ..

Descartes was searching for an incontro-
vertible truth that could serve as the first
principle of philosophy. His amival at the
famous dictum “i think, therefore [ am”
marks the beginning of modern philosophy.

"y .. I thought that some other method {be-
side that of logic, algebra, and geometry] must
bé ‘foind to combine the advantages of these
thiree and to escape their faults, Finally, just as
ifie multitude of laws frequently furnishes an
exeuse for vice, and a stace is much becter gov-
erned- with a few laws which are stricely ad-
hered to, so I thought that instead of the great
rivmber of precepts of which logic is com-
posed, [ would have enough with the four fol-
lowing ones, provided that I made a firm and
unaltesable resolution not to violate them even
in a'single instance.

The first rule was never to accept anything
as true uniess I recognized it to be evidencly
such: that is, carefully to avoid precipitation
and prejudgment, and to include nothing in

PART FOUR

... As I desired to devote myself wholly co the
search for cruth, I thought that I'should . . . re-
ject as absolutely false anything of which I could
have the least doubt, in order to see whether any-
thing would be left after this procedure which
could be called wholly cerrain. Thus, as our
senses deceive us at times, I was ready to suppose
that nothing was at all the way our senses repre-
sented them to be. As there are men who make
mistakes in reasoning even on the simplest top-
ics in geometry, I judged thar I was as liable to
error as any other, and rejected as false all the rea-
soning which I had previously accepted as valid
demonstration. Finaily, as the same precepts
which we have when awake may come to us
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Chapter 3 The Enlightenment ™

should not violate, and the desite to reform society in accordance with

rational principles. Their views influenced the rcformers of
French Revolution and the Founding Fathers of the United States.

the
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The Enlightenment Outlook

The critical use of the intellect was the central principle of the Enlightenment.
The philosophes rejected beliefs and traditions that seemed to conflict with
reason and attacked clerical and political authorities for interfering with the
free use of the intellect.

Immanuel Kant .

WHAT IS ENLIGHTENMENT?

The German philosopher Immanuel Kant (1724-1804) is a giant in the history
of modern philosophy. Several tweatieth-cencury 'philosophic movements have
their origins in Kantian thought, and many issues raised by Kant still retain
their importance. For example, in Metaphysical Foundations of Morals (1783),
Kant set forth the categorical imperative that remains a crucial principle in
moral philosophy. Kant asserted that when confronted with a moral choice,
people should ask themselves: “Canst thou also will that thy maxim should be a
universal law?” By this, Kant meant that peopl_e"should ponder whether they
would want the moral principle underlying their action to be elevated to a uni-
versal law that would govern others in similar circumstances. If they concluded
that it should not, then the maxim should be rejected and the acrion avoided.

Kant valued the essential ideals of the Enlighténment and viewed the French
Revolution, which pur these ideals into law, as the triumph of liberty over
despotism. In an essay entitled "What Is Enlightenment?” (1784), he contended
that the Enlightenment marked a new way of thinking and eloquently affirmed
the Enlightenment’s confidence in and commitment to ceason.

Enlightenment is man’s leaving his self-caused
immacurity. Immarcuricy is the incapacity to
use one’s intelligence without the guidance of
another. Such immaturity is self-caused if it is
not caused by lack of intelligence, but by lack
of determination and courage to use one's in-
telligence without being guided by another.
Sapere Aude! [Dare to know!} Have the courage
to use your own intelligence! is therefore the
motto of the enlightenment.

Through laziness and cowardice a large par
of mankind, even after nature has freed ther
from alien guidance, gladly remain immature
It is because of laziness and cowardice chac it i
so easy for others to usurp the role of guard
ians. It is so comforrable to be a minor! If
have a book which provides meaning for me,
+fastor who has conscience for me, a docror wh
will judge my diet for me and so on, thenId
not need to exert myself. I do not have an
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need to think; if I can pay, others will rake over
the tedious job for me. The guardians who
have kindly undertaken the supervision will
see to it chat by far the largest part of mankind,
including the eatire “beauriful sex,” should
consider the scep into macurity, not only as dif-
ficult bur as very dangerous.

After having made their domestic animals
dumb and having carefully prevenced these
quiet creatures from daring to take any step
beyond the lead-strings to which they have fas-
tened them, these guardians chen show them
the danger which threatens them, should they
atcempt o walk alone. Now chijs danger is not
really so very grear; for they would presumably
learn to walk after some stumbling. However,
an example of cthis kind intimidartes and fright-
ens people out of all Aurcher atrempts,

Ir is difficult for che isolated individual to
work himself out of the tmmaturity which has
become almost natural for him. He has even

“become fond of it and for the time being is in-
capable of employing his own intelligence, be-
cause he has never been allowed to make the
accempt. Statutes and formulas, these mechan-
ical tools of a servicezhle use, or rather misuse,
of his natural faculties, are the ankle-chains of
a continuous immaturicy. Whoever threw it off
would make an uncereain jump over the small-
est trench because he is not accustomed to such
free movemenc. Therefore there are only a few
who have pursued a firm path and have suc-
ceeded in escaping from immaturity by their
own cultivation of che mind.

Bue it is more nearly possible for a public to
enlighten ieself: chis is even inescapable if only
the public is given its freedom. For there will
always be some people who think for them-
selves, even among the self-appointed guard-
ans of the great mass who, after having

REVIEW QUESTIONS .

theown off the yoke of immaturity themselves,
will spread about them the spirit of a reason-
able estimace of their own value and of the
need for every man to think for himself. . . .
[A] public can only arrive ac enlightenment
slowly. Through revolution, the abandonment
of personal despotism may be engendered and
the end of profit-seeking and domineering
oppression may occur, but never a true reform
of the srate of mind. Instead, new prejudices,
just like the old ones, will serve as the guiding
reins of the grear, unthinking mass. . . .

All that is required for this enlightenment is
Jreedom; and particularly the least harmfu] of al]
that may be called freedom, namely, the free-
dom for man to make public use of his reason
in all matcers. But I hear people clamor on
all sides: Don'’t argue! The officer says: Don't
argue, drifl! The rax collector: Don’c argue,
pay! The pastor: Don't argue, believe! . . . Here
we have restricrions on freedom everywhere,
Which restriction is hampering enlighten-
meat, and which does not, or even promotes
it? I answer: The public use of a man's reason
must be free ac all times, and this alone can
bring enlightenment among men. . . .

I'mean by che public use of one’s reason, the
use which a scholar makes of it before the en-
tire reading public. . , .

The question may now be put: Do we live
ac present in an enlightened age? The answer
is: No, but in an age of enlightenment, Much
still prevents men from being placed in a posi-
tion. ..o use their own minds securely and
well in marters of religion. But we do have very
definite indications that this field of endeavor
is being opened up for men to work freely and
reduce gradually the hindrances preventing a
general enlightenmenc and an escape from self-
caused immaturity,

1. Whar did Immanuel Eant mean by the terms enfighrenment and Sreedom?
2. In Kant’s view, what facrors delayed the progress of human enlighcenment.?
3. Whar are cthe political implications of Kant's views?
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ezson wheeeof chere come to be ideas
operations in the understanding.
wo, 1 say, viz. external material things,
bjeces of SENSATION, and the operations

cli, not receive from one of these two. Exs

sible qualicies, which are all th
perceptions they produce w.»/; and the mind
“fucnishes che understanditg with ideas of its
GWn operations. |

These, whep-§

have caken a full survey of
them, an ¢ several modes, (combinations;
and I ns,) we shall find to contain all our
jle stock of ideas; and that we have nothing

e lease glimmering of any ideas which it

in our minds which did nor co i one of
these two ways. Lec any one exafilne his own
thoughts, and cthoroughl into his vn-

derstanding; and then
all the original ides
than of the obje

n tell me, whether
as there, are any other
his senses, or of the oper-
4ind, considered as objects of his
nd how great a mass of knowledge
: e imagines to be lodged chere, he will,
pon taking a strict view, see that he has nor
any idea in his mind but what one of these two
have imprinced;—chough perhaps, with Infi-
nite variety compounded and enlarged by the
understanding, as we shall see hereafeer.

He thar atcentively considers the state of 2
child, ar his first coming inco the world, will
have licdle reason to chink him stored with
plenty of ideas, thart are to be the matter of his
furure knowledge. It is by degreer he comes to
be furnished with them.

John Locke

SOME THOUGHTS CONCERNING
EDUCATION

Locke ex-

Lo Some Thoughts Concerning Education (1693), excerpted below,
pressed a warm concern for children. Deploring rote learning and physical
punishment, he maintained that pacents and teachers should be mild but firm,
teach sound habits by example, aad utilize the child’s nacural disposition for

play to good educational advantage.

I chink T may say, chat of all the Men we meet
with,- Nine Parts of Ten are what, chey are,
Good or Evil, useful or not, by their Educa-
tion. "Tis that which makes the greac Differ-
énce in Mankind; The lecle, and almost
insensible Impressions on our tender Infancies,
have very important and lasting Consequences:
And there 'tis, as in the Founrains of some
Rivers, where a geatle Application of che
Hapd rurns the flexible Waters inco Chanels,
that make them take quice contrary Courses,
and by this lictle Direction given them ar firse

e et . N P

in the Source, they receive different Tenden-
cies, and artive at lasc, at very remote and dis-
tant Places. . ..

If what I have said in the beginning of chis
Discourse be true, as I do not donbe bur it is,
vz, Thac che difference to be found in the
Manners and Abilities of Men, is owing more
to their Education than 1o any thing else; we
have rezson to conclude, that great cate is to be
had of the forming Children's Minds, and giv-
ing them that seasoning eacly, which shall in-
fluence their Lives always after. . . .
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The grear Mistake I have observed in Peo-
ple's [rearing] cheir Children has been, thac . . .
the Mind has not been made obedient to Disci-
pline, and pliant 10 Reason, when a¢ first ic was
most tender, most easy to be bowed. . . .

The Difference lies not in the having or noe
having Appetites, but in the Power to govern,
and deny our selves in them. He that is not
used to submit his Will ta che Reason of oth-
es, when he is young, will scarce heacken or
submit to his own Reason, when he is of an
Age to make use of it. And whar a kind of a
Man such an one is like to prove, is easie o
foresee, . . .

I'am very ape to think thar great Severity of
Punishment does bur very litcle Good; nay,

grear Harm in Bducation: And I believe it will
be found, that, Carerss baribus, those Children,
who have been most chastised, seldom make the
best Men. All that I have hitherto contended
for, is, Thar whacsoever Rigour is necessary, it is
more o be used the younger Children are; and
having, by a due Applicarion, wrounghe its Ef-
fect, it is to be relaxed, and changed into a
milder Sort of Government. . . |

[IIf the Mind be curbed, and bumbled oo
much in Childeen; if cheir Spirits be abased and
brofen much, by too strict an hand over them,
they lose all their Vigor and Induszry, and are in
2 worse State than che former. For extravagant
young Fellows, that have Liveliness and Spirit,
come somerimes to be set right, and so make
Able and Great Men: Buc dsfected Minds, timo-
rous, and tame, and low Spirits, ace hardly ever to
be raised, and very seldom aceain o any thing.
To avoid the danges, that is on eicher hand, is
the great Arc; and he thac has found a way, how
to keep a Child’s Spirit, easy, active and free; and
yet, ac che same time, to restrain him from many
things he has a Mind to, and to draw him o
things chat are uneasy co him; he, I say, that
knows how to reconcile these seeming Contra-
dictions, has, in my Opinion, got the true Secrer
of Educarion: . . .

Bearting then, and all other Soces of slavish
and corporal Punishments, are noc the Disci-
pline fic to be used in the Educarion of those

Chapter 3 The Enlightenmens 71 :

we would have wise, good, and ingenuous
Men; and cherefore very 1arely to be applied,
and chat only in greac Occasions, and Cases of
Exemity. On che other side, to flarcer Chil-
dren by Rewards of chings, that are pleasane to
them, is as carefully to be avoided,

Bur, if you take away che Rod on one hand,
and these lictle Encouragements, which they
are taken with, on the other, How then (will
you say) shall Children be govern'd? Remove
Hope and Fear, and chere is an end of ali Dis-
cipline, I grant, that Good and Evil, Retvard
and Punishmenz, are che only Motives ¢o 2 ra-
tionzl Creature; these are the Spur and Reins,
whereby all Mankind are ser on work, and
guided, and therefore they are to be made use
of to Children too. For I advise theis Parents
and Governors always to cacty chis in cheir
Minds, that Children are to be treated as ra-
tional Ceeatures. | . |

Rewards, 1 grant, and Punishments musc be
proposed to Children, if we intend to work
upon chem. The Misrake, 1 imagine, is, chat
those that ace generally made use of, ace 71/ cho-
sen. The Pains and Pleasures of the Body are, ]
think, of ill consequence, when made the Re-
wards and Punishmencs, whereby Men would
prevail on cheir Children. . . .

The Rewards and Punishments then, whereby
we should keep Children in order, are quite of
another kind, and of thar force, that when we
can get them once to work, the business, I
chink, is done, and the difficulty is over. Brzeem
and Disgrace are, of all orhers, the most powerful
incentives to the Mind, when once it js brought
to relish them. If you can once get inco Children
a love of Credit, and an apprehension of Shante
and Disgrace, you have pur inco chem che true
Principle, which will constantly work, and in-
cline them to the righe. . . .

Bur o teturn to che Businesses of Rewards
and Punishments. All che Aceions of Childish-
ness, and unfashionable Carriage . . . being ...
exemps from the Discipline of the Rod, there
will not be so much need of bearing Children,
as is generally made use of. To which if we
add Learning to Read, Write, Dance, Foreign
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Languages, &c. as under the same Privilege,
there will be but very rarely any Occasion for
Blows or Foree in an ingenuous Education. The
right Way to teach cthem those Things is, to
give them a Liking and Inclination to what you
propose to them to be learn'd; and chat will en-
gage cheir Industry and Applicarion. This I
think no hard Matrer to do, if Children be han-
dled as chey should be, and the Rewards and
Punishments above-mentioned be carefully ap-
plied, and with chem chese few Rules observed
in the Method of Instructing them. . ..

It will perhaps be wondered that I mention
Reasoning wich Children: And yer I cannor but
think that the true Way of Dealing wich them.
They understand it as early as they do Lan-
guage; and, if I misobserve not, they love ro be
treared as Rational Creatures sooner than is
imagined. "Tis a Pride should be cherished in
them, and, as much as can be, made the great
Inscrument to turn them by,

Buc when I talk of Reasoning, 1 do not intend
any other, but such as is suiced to the Child's
Capacity and Apprehension, No Body can
think of a Boy of Three, or Seven Years old,
should be argued with, a5 a grown Man. Long
Discourses, and Philosophical Reasonings, at

best, amaze and confound, but do nor instruce
Children. When I say therefore, chat they must
be reared a5 Rational Creatnures, | mean, that you
should mazlke chem sensible by the Mildness of
your Carriage, and the Caomposure even in your
Correcrion of them, that-what you do is reason-
able in you, and useful and necessary for them:
And thar it is not ouc of Caprichie, Passion, or
Fancy, that you command or forbid them any
Thing. This they are capable of undersranding;
and there is no Vertue they should be excired
to, nor Fault chey should be kept from, which I
do not think they may be convinced of; bur it
must be by such Reasonr as cheir Age and Un-
derstanding are capable of, and those proposed
always in very fow and plain Words. . . .

Bur of all the Ways whereby Childzen are to
be instructed, and cheir Manners formed, the
plainest, easiest and most efficacious, is ro set
before cheir Eyes the Examples of those Things
you would have them do, or aveid. Which,
when they are pointed our cto them, in the
Practice of Persons within cheir Knowledge,
wich some Refleccion on their Beauey or Unbe-
comingness, ace of more force to draw or dererr
their Imiration, than any Discourses which can
be made vo chem.

fectible, their moral and intellectual growth depends on
For this reason he called for political reforms, particularly the i
of a program of enlightened public education.

the importance of the environmenc in shap
intelligence and ralent, said Helvécius, are due ¢
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Jean Jacques Rousseau
EMILE

In The Social Contract (see page 79), Jean Jaecgues Rousseaun (1712-1778), who
had only contempt for absolute monarchy, sought to provide a theoretical foun-
dation for political liberty. In Emile (1762), he suggested another cure for the
ills of modern society: educational reforms thar would instll in children self-
confidence, self-reliance, and emotional security. Rousseau understood that
children should not be rreated like little adults. He railed against chaining
young children to desks and filling their heads with rote learning. Instead, he
urged that children experience direct contact with the world to develop their
ingenuity, resourcefulness, and imagination so that they might becorne produc-
tive and responsible citizens. Excerpts from Rousseau’s influential treatise on
education follow.
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When I thus get rid of children’s lessons, I gec
rid of the chief cause of cheir sorrows, namely
their books. Reading is the curse of childhood,
yet it is almost che only occupation you can
find for children. Emile, ac cwelve years old,
will hardly kaow what a book is, “Buc,” you
say, “he must, ar least, know how o read.”
When reading is of use to him, I admic he
musc learn to read, but till chen he will only
find it a nuisance.

If children are not to be required to do any-
thing as a macter of obedience, it follows thac
they will only learn whac they perceive to be of
teal and present value, either for use or enjoy-
ment; what ocher motive could they have for
learning? . ..

People malke 2 grear fuss abour discovering
the best way to reach children to read. They in-
vent “bureaux"* and cards, they turn che nurs-
ery into a princer's shop. Locke would have
them caught to read by means of dice. Whar
a fine idea! And the pity of ic! There is a bet-
ter way than any of those, and one which is
generally overlooked—it consists in the desire

#®Translator's note—The "burean™ was a sort of cuse con-
taining letcers o be puc rogether to form words. Ie was 2
favourite device for the teaching of rending and gave its
name to a special mechod, called the bureau-method, of
fearning to read,

to learn. Arouse this desire in your scholat
and have done with your “bureaux” and your
dice—any method will serve.

Present interest, that is the motive power,
the only motive power thac takes us far and
safely. Somecimes Emile receives notes of in-
virarion from his facher or mother, his rela-
tions or friends; he is invited to a dinner, &
walk, a boating expedizion, to see some pub-
lic entercainment. These notes are short,
clear, plain, and wel} written. Some one must
read them to him, and he cannor always find
anybody when wanred; no mote consideration
is shown to him chan he himself showed to
you yesterday. Time passes, the chance is lost.
The pore is read to him ac kast, but it is too
late. Oh! if only he had known how to read!
He receives other notes, so short, so interest-
ing, he would like to ery to read them. Some-
times he gess help, sometimes none. ke does
his best, and at last he makes out half che note;
it is something abour going to-motrow t
drink cream—Nhere? With whom? He can-
ot tell—~how hacd he cries o make out the
cest! T do not think Emile will need a “bu-
rean,” Shall I proceed to che reaching of writ-
ing? No, I am ashamed to toy with these
trifles in a treacise on education. . . .

If, in accordance with the plan I have
skecched, you follow rules which are jusc the
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opposite of the established pracrice, if in-
cead of taking your scholar far afield, inscead
wandering with him in distane places, in
ar-off tands, in remote centuries, in the ends
“of the earch, and in the very heavens chem-
elves, you cry to keep him to himself, co his
wn concerns, you will then find him able to
perceive, to remember, and even to reason;
‘thIS is mature's order. . . . Give his body con-
“stanc exercise, make it strong and healthy, in
fder to make him good and wise; ler him
jork, let him do things, ler him run and
shout, lec him be always on the go; make a
man of him in strength, and he will soon be a
man in reason.

Of course by this mechod you will make him
-stupid if you are always giving him directions,
always saying come here, go there, stop, do this,
don’t do that. If your head always guides his
hands, his own mind will become useless. . . .

It is a lamentable mistake to imagine thac
bodily activicy hinders che working of the
- mind, as if these two kinds of activity oughe nor
" to advance hand in hand, and as if the one were

not intended to act as guide to the ocher. . . .

... Your scholar is subject to a power which
is continually giving him instruetion; he acts
only at the word of command; he dare not eat

REVIEW QUESTIONS

view of knowledge so revolucionaey?

Descartes (see page 46)? Which view do you
alternative?
3. How would you characterize Locke’
with his theory of knowledge?
4. Whar implications do Lo
for his conception of b

natuee?

6. What w
7. Ce

sources—che senses and reflection. What does this mean, and

2. How daes Locke's view of the origin of knowledge coin

ssean's basic approach o educating a child?
ousseau's theory of educat:on with Locke's. How similar or d:ffcrcnc are
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when he is hungry, nor laugh when he istere
nor weep when he is sad, nor offer one han
racher than the ovher, nor stira foot unlessh
told to do it; before leng he will not venture'ss
breathe withour orders. What would you have
him think about, when you do all che thinking ;
forhim? . .. .
As for my pupil, or rather Nature's pupil, he-

has been trained from the outset to be as self-
reliant as possible, he has not formed the habic
of constantly seeking help from ochers, srill
less of displaying his stores of learning. On the
other hand, he exercises discrimiration and
forechoupht, he reasons abour everyching thac.”
concerns himself. He does not chareer, he acts. - -
Mot a word does he know of what is going on

in the world at large, buc he knows very chor-
otghly whar affects himself. As he is always
stirring he is compelled to notice many things,

to recognise many effects; he soon acquires 2
good deal of experience. Natute, nor man, is

his schoolmaster, and he learns all the quicker
because he is not aware thar he has any lesson

to learn. So mind and bady work together. He

is always carrying ouc his own ideas, nor those

of orher peole, and thus he unites chought and
action; s he grows in healch and screngeh he
grows in wisdom and discernment.

are to that of René
; OF can you suggest another

eral theory of educacion? Is it compacible

theary of knowledge and educational theory have
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7 Rousseau: Political Reform

—A—

.. To the philesophes, advances in the arts were hallmarks of progress. However,
justified by

Jean Jacques Rousseau argued that the accumulation of knowledge improved /

ne, hnwev:er buman understanding bur corrupred the morals of human beings. In A Dis- Vi‘f*“
made legie- course on the Arts and Sciences (1750) and A Disconerse on the Origin of Ineguality %5
ates are Dot (1755), Rousseau diagnosed the illnesses of modern civilization. He said char Ao M»’ﬂ
hey d(,) nat, human nature, which was originally good, had been corrupted by society, As a "
of their lib- resule, he stated at che beginning of The Social Contract (1762), “Man is born

. free; and everywhere he is in chains.” How can humanity be made moral and
th‘e dghe to free again? In The Social Contract, Rousseau suggested one cure: reforming the
AEiL Mmaster political system. He argued that in the existing civil society the rich and power-
Tjuc;{h?;z; ful who concrolled the srate oppressed the majority. Roussean admired the

small, ancient Greek city-seate (polis), where citizens parricipated actively and
directly in public affairs. A small state modeled after the ancient Greek polis,
said Rousseau, would be best able to resolve the tensions berween individual

nclude from
S run away

~ he had ac- freedom and the requirements of the collective community.

105¢ acquisi-

of humanicy ; )

ele one of Jean Jacques Rousseau

‘ed only as THE SOCIAL CONTRACT

it to be de-

2is freedom, In the opening chaprers of The Social Contract, Rousseau rejected the principle
1 his prince, that one person has a natural authority over others. All legitimarte auchority, he
ever in the said, stemmed from human traditions, not from nature. Rousseau had enly con-
¢ of, Conse- tempt for absolute monarchy and in The Social Contract sought to provide a

ynpleced is theoretical foundation for political liberty.
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{To rulers who argued that they provided secu-
rity for their subjects, Rousseau responded as
foligws:]

It will be said thac che despot assures his
subjects civil tranquillity. Granted; but what
do they gain, if the wars his ambition brings
down wpon them, his insaciable avidity, and
the vexatious conduct of his ministers press
harder on them than their own dissensions
would have done? What do they gain, if the
very tranquillity chey enjoy is one of their mis-
eries? Tranquillity is found also in dungeons;
but is that enough to make them desirable
places to live in? The Greeks imprisoned in the
cave of the Cyclops lived there very tranquilly,
while they were awaiting their turn o be de-
voured. . . .

Even if each man could alienace himself, he
could not alienare his children: they are born
men and free; cheir libercy belongs o chem,
and no one but they has the right to dispose of
it. Before they come to years of discretion, the
father can, in their name, lay down conditions
Hor their preservation and well-being, but he
cannor give them irrevocably and wichout con-
" Ydicions: such a gift is contrary to the ends of
nature, and exceeds the rights of parernity, It
would therefore be necessary, in order to legit-
imize an arbitrary government, that in every
generation che people should be in a position
to accept or reject it; but, were this so, the gov-
ernment would be no longer achirracy,

To renounce liberty is to renounce being a
man, to surrender the rights of humanity and
zven its duries. For him who rencunces every-
cthing no indemnjty is possible. Such a renun-
ciation is incompacible with man’s nacure; vo
remove all liberty from his will is te remove al}
morality from his acts.

Like Hobbes and Locke, Rousseau refers to
an original social contract that terminates
the state of nature and establishes the civil
state. The clash of particular interests in the
state of nalure necessitates the creation of
civil authority.

I suppose men to have reached the point at | . 4

which che obscacles in the way of their preser.
vation in the stace of nature show their power
of resistance to be greater than the resources at
the disposal of each individual for his mainte~"

mance in chat state. That primitive condition’ O

can then subsist no longer; and the human race
would perish unless it changed its manner of
existence. . . .

This sum of forces can arise ealy where sev-
eral persons come together: bur, as the force
and liberty of each man are cthe chief instru-
menes of his selfpreservation, how can he
pledge them withour harming his own inter-
ests, and neglecting che care he owes to him-
self? This difficulty, in irs bearing on my
present subject, may be stated in the following
terms:

“The problem is ro find a form of associa-
tion which will defend and protect with the
whole common force the person and goods of
each associate, and in which each, while unit-
ing himself with all, may scill obey himself
alone, and remain as free as before.” This is the
fundamental problem of which the Sociad Con-
tract provides the solution.

In entering into the social contract, the in-
dividual surrenders his rights to the com-
munity as a whole, which governs in
accordance with the general will—an un-
derlying principle that expresses what is
best for the community. The general will is
a plainly visible truth that is easily dis-
cetned by reason and common sense
purged of self-interest and unworthy mo-
lives. For Rousseau, the general will by def-
inition is always right and always works to
the communily's advantage. True freedom
consists of obedience 10 faws that coincide
with the general will. Obedience to the
general will transforms an individual moti-
vated by self-interest, appetites, and pas-
sions into a higher type of person-—a citizen
comimitted to the general good What hap-
pens, howaver, if a person’s private will—
that is, expressions of particular, selfish
interests—clashes with the general will? As
private interests could ruin the bady politic,
says Rousseau, “whoever refuses to obey




the general will shall be compelied to do so
by the whole body.” Thus Rousseau rejects
entirely the Lockean principle that citizens
possess rights independently of and against
the state, Because Rousseau grants the sov-
-+ ereign (the people constituted as 2 corpo-
rate body) virtually unlimited autherity over
the citizenry, some critics view him as a
precursor of modern dictatorship,

The clauses of chis comrcace. ...
understood, may be reduced ro one—the rotal
alienarion of each associate, together with all
his rights, to the whole community; for, in the
first place, as each gives himself absolutely, the
conditions are the same for all; and, this being
so, no one has any interest in making them
busdensome to others.

Moreover, the alienation being without re-
serve, the union is as perfece as ic can be, and

6o associate has anything more to demand: for, -

if the individuals rerained certain rights, as
there would be no common supetier to decide
becween them and the public, each, being on

one point his own judge, would ask to be so on ;'

all; the state of nature would chus conrinue,
and the associarion would necessarily become
inoperative or tyrannical.

Rinally, each man, in giving himself co all,
gives himself to nobody; and as chere is no as-

" sociate over which he does not acquire the

same right as he yields ochers over himself, he
gains an equivalent for everyching he loses, and
an increase of force for the preservation of whar
he has!

If chen we discard from the social compace
what s not of its essence, we shall find chat it
reduces itself ro the following terms:

“Each of ns puts bis persort and all his porer in
common under the supreme divection of the gensral
1will, and, in onr corporate capacity, we recoive each
member as an indivisible part of the whole.”

At once, in place of the individual personal-
ity of each contracting party, this act of associ-
ation creates @ motal and colleceive body,
composed of as many members s che assenably
contains voters, and receiving from this ace its

properly ‘
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umty, ifs-common identity, its life, and its
will, o550

In o:de: thcn that the social compact may
not be an,&mpty formula, it tacicly includes
the undertaking, which alone can give force to
the rese, that whoever refuses ro obey che gen-
eral w:ll §ha11 be cornpeiled ro do so by che

ecutes him against all perscnal de-
pendence, In chis lies che key to the working of
the pelirical machine; this alone legicimizes
civil undertakings, which, without it, would
be absurd, tyrannical, and liable te the most
frighcful abuses.
The passage from the state of nature to the

impulées and’ nght of appetite, does man, who
so far had considered only himself, find that he
f on different principles, and to
consult his reason before listening to his incfi-
nacions. Although, in this state, he deprives

¢ so-stimulaced and deveioped his
cnded hlS fcelmgs 50 enncbled and

‘chas which he left, he would be bound to
bless continually the happy moment which
teok him from it for ever, and, instead of a stu-
pid and unimaginative animal, made him an

"Let us draw up the whole account ia terms
ezsily commensurable. What man loses by the
social contract is his natural liberty and an
unlimited right to everything he cries to get
and -sucteeds in gerring; whar he gains is civil
liberty: and the proprictorship of all he pos-
sesses. If we are to avoid mistake in weighing
one against the other, we must cleacly distin-
guish natural liberty, which is bounded only
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by the strength of the individual, from civil
liberty, which is limited by the general will; .
and podsession, whick is merely the effecc of
force or the right of the first occupier, from
property, which can be founded only on # pos-
itive title.

We might, over and above all chis, add, to
what man acquires in che civil state, moral lib-
ercy, which alone makes him tuly master of
bimself; for the mere impulse of appetite is
slavcry, while obedience 10 a law which we pre-
scribe to ourselves i liberry. . . .

The firse and most imporrant deduction

from the principles we have so far laid down is
chat che general will alone can direct the Seare
according to che object for which it was insti-
tuted, i.e. the common good: for if the clashing
of parricular inrereses made the escablishmenc
of societies necessary, the agreement of chese:
very interests made it possible. The common
element in chese differenc interests is whar
forms the social tie; and, were there no point of
agreement berween chem all, no society could
exist. I¢ is solely on the basis of this common
interest that every society should be gov-
erned. .

Ie follows from what has gone before that
the general will is zlways right and rends to
the public advantage; bur it does not follow
thae the deliberations of the people are always
equally correct. Our will is abways for our own
good, but we do nor always see what that is;
the people is never corrupred, but it is often
deceived, and on such occasions only does ic
seern to will what is bad.

There is often a great deal of difference be-
eween che will of all and che general will; che
lavcer considers only che common inrerest,

REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. What did Jean Jacques Roussean mean by the
it serve in his political theory?

2. Why do some rhinkers view Roussean asa champion of democracy, whereas others
see him as 2 spirirual precursor of totalitarianism?

while the former takes private interest into ac-
cousnt, and is no more than a sum of particular |
wills: bue take away from these same wills che :
pluses and minuses thar cancel one another, ™~
and the general will remains 2s the sum of the”
differences, )

If, when the people, bemg furnished wzth
adequace informartion, held its deliberacions;
the citizens had no communication one with
another, the grand toral of che small differences
would always give the general will, and the de-
cision would always be good. Bur when fac-
tions arise, and pasrial associations are formed
at the expense of the great association, the will
of each of these associations becomes general in
relation to ics members, while it remains par-
ticular in relacion to che Scate: it may then be
said that there are no longer as many votes as
there are men, bur only as many as there are
associations. The differences become less nu-
merous and give a less general resule. Lascly,
when one of these associations is so great as to
prevail over all che rest, che result is no longer
a sum of small differences, but a single differ-
ence; in this case there is no longer a gencral
will, and the opinion which prevails is purely
particular,

It is therefore essential, if che genesal will is
to be able to express itself, that there should be
no partial sociery [factions] within the State,
and that each citizen should think only his
own thoughes. . . . But if there are partial soci-,
eties, it is best to have as many as possible and
to prevent them from being unequal. .
These precautions are the only ones that can
guarancee that the general will shall be always
enlightened, and that the people shall in no
way deceive icself.

“general will"? What function did
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ADAM SMITH
THE WEALTH OF NATIONS -~ K

The Wealth of Nations carries the important message of Jaissez fatre, which
means that the government should intervene as little as possible in economic
affairs and leave the market to its own devices, It advocates the liberation of
4 economic production from all limiring regulation in order to benefit “the peo-
ple and the sovereign,” not only in Grear Britain but in the community of coun-
tries. Admirtedly, in his advocacy of free rrade Smith made allowance for the
national interest, justifying “certain public works and cercain public institu-
tions,” including cthe government and the state. He defended, for instance,
the Navigation Acts, which stipulated thar goods broughr from its over-
scas colonies into England be carried in British ships. Neither did he want to
ruin established industries by introducing free trade too suddenly. Adam Smith
was an eighteenth-century cosmopolitan who viewed political economy as an
international system. His preference was clearly for economic cooperation
among nations as a source of peace. In che passage thar follows, Smith acgues
that econormic activity unrestricted by government best serves the individual

and sociery.

Every individual is continually execting him-
self to find out the most advanrageous em-
ployment for whatever capical he can com-
mand. It is his own advancage, indeed, and not
thar of che sociecy, which he has in view. But
the study of his own advantage, nacurally, or
rather necessarily, leads him eo prefer chat em-
ploymens which is most advantageous to the
society. . . .

... As every individual, therefore, endeav-
ours as much as he can borh to employ his cap-
iral in che support of domestic industey, and 50
to direce that industry thar its produce may be
of the greatese value, every individual necessar-
ily labours to render the annnal revenue of the
society as greac as he can. He generally, indeed,
neither incends to promote the public interest,
nor knows how much he is promoring it. By
prefecring che suppoit of domestic to that of
foreign industry, he intends only his own secu-
rity; and by directing that industry in such a
manner as its produce may be of the grearest
value, he intends only his own gain, and he is
in this, as in many ocher cases, led by an invisi-
ble hand to promote an end which was no part

of his incention. Nor is it always che worse for
the society that it was no part of it. By pursu-
ing his own interest he frequently promotes
thagof the sociery more effecrually chan when
he really intends to promote ir. I have never
known much good done by these who affecred
to trade for ehe public good. . . .

.+ . The statesman who should atcempr to
direct private people in what manner chey
ought to employ their capitals, would not
only load himself with a most unnecessary
attenrion, bur assume an auchority which
could safely be trusted, not only to no single
person, but to no council or senate whacever,
and which would nowhere be so dangerous as
in the hands of a man who had folly and pre-
sumption enough to fancy himself fir to exer-
cise ic, .

It is thus chat every system which endeay-
ouss, either by excraordinary encouragements
to draw towards a particular species of industry
a greacer share of che capital of the society than
would nacurally go o it, or, by extaordinary
restraints, force from a particular species of in-
dustry some share of the capiral which would
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otherwise be employléd iny it, is in reality sub-
versive to the great ptirpdse which it means to
promoce.,It_.:}:‘gtards.;’ingead of acceleraring, che
progress of the society towards real wealth and
greatness; and diminishes, instead of increas-
ing, the real value of the annual produce of its
land and labous.

All systems either of preference or of re-
straint, therefore, being thus completely raken
away, the obvious and simple system of natural
liberty establishes ieself of its own accord.
Every man, as long as he does not violate the
laws of justice, is left perfectly free to pursue
his own interest his own way, and to bring
both his industry and cepital into competition
with those of any other man, or order of men.
The sovereign is completely discharged from a
duty, in the attempring to pesform which he
must always be exposed to innumerable delu-
sions, and for the proper performance of which
no human wisdom or knowledge could ever be
sufficient; the duty of superintending the in-

dusery of private-people, and of directing it co-
wards the employments most suitable to the
interest of the society, Aceording to the system
of natural liberty, the sovereign has only three
duties co attend to; three ducies of great im-
porrance, indeed, but plain and incelligible ro
common understandings: figst, the duey of pro-
ceceing che sociery from the violence and inva-
sion of other independent societies: secondly,
the duty of protecting, as far as possible, every
member of the society from the injustice or op-
pression of every ocher member of it, or the
duty of establishing an exact administration of
justice; and, thirdly, the duey of erecting and
maintaining cerrzin public works and certain
public insticutions which it can never be for
the interest of any individual, or small number
of individuals, to erect and maineain; because
the profit could never repay the expense to any
individual or small number of individuals,
though it may frequently do much more chan
repay it toa great society.
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8 Judicial and Penal Reform

——

A humanitarian spirit pervaded che philosophes’ outlook. Showing a warm
concern for humanity, they atracked milirarism, stavery, religious persecution,
toecure, and other violations of human dignity, as seen in passages from the
Euncyclopedia and Voltaire's works eaclier in this chapter. Through reasoned
arguments they sought t0 make humankind recognize and renounce its own
barbarity. In the following selections, other eighteenth-century reformers de-
nounce judicial torture and the abuse of prisoners.:

Caesare Beccaria

ON CRIME AND PUNISHMENTS

In On Créime and Punishments (1764), Caesare Beccaria (1738-1794), an Ilian
economist and criminologist, condemned torture, commonly used to obrain
confessions in many European countries, as irrational and inhuman.

The rrue relacions beeween sovereigns and
cheir subjects, and between nations, have been
discovered. Commerce has been reanimaced by
the common koowledge of philosophical
cruchs diffused by che art of printing, and chere
has sprung up among nations 4 racit rivalry of
industriousness thar is mose humane and eruly
worthy of rational beings. Such good things we
owe to the productive enlighrenment of this
age. Bur very few persons have studied and
fought against the cruelty of punishments and
che irregularities of criminal procedures, a part
of legislation that is as fundarmental as it is
widely neglected in almost all of Europe, Very
few persons have underraken to demolish the
accumulated errors of cenruries by rising to
general principles, curbing, ac least, with the
sole force chat acknowledged truths possess,
the unbounded course of ill-direceed power
which has continually preduced a long and
authorized example of che most cold-blooded
barbarity. And yet che groans of the weak, sac-
rificed to cruel ignorance and to opulent indo-
lence; the barbharous rorments, multiplied with
favish and useless severiry, for crimes either not
proved or wholly imagindry; che fileh and hor-

rors of a prison, intensified by char eruellesc
tormentor 'of ‘the miserable, uncerinty-—all
these ought to have roused thac breed of mag-
istrates who direct the opinions of men. . . . .

But what are to be ehe proper punishments
for such crimes?

is the deach-penalty really wsefwl and neces-
sary for the security and good order of socicty?
Are torcure and torments juss, and do chey
ateain the g for which laws are insticured?
What is the-best way to prevent crimes? Are
the same punishments equally effective for all
times? What influence have chey on custornary
behavior? These problems deserve 10 be ana-
lyzed wich that geometric precision which the
mist of sophisms, seducrive eloguence, and
timerous doubc cannor withstand. If I could
boast only of having been the first to presenrt co
lealy, with a liccle more clarity, what other na-
tions have boldly written and are beginning to
practice, I would accounc myself forcunare.
But if, by defending the rights of man and of
unconquerable truth, I should help o save
from the spasm and agonies of deach some
wretched victim of cyranny or of noe less faral
ignerance, the thanks and tears of one innocent
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morral in his transporcs of joy would consale
me for rhe concempr of all mankind. . . .

A cruelty consecrated by the practice of most
natjons is torcure of the accused during his trial,
either to make him confess the crime or o clear
up contradiccory statements, or to discover ac-
complices, or to purge him of infamy in some
metaphysical and incomprehensible way, or, fi-
nally, to discover other crimes of which he mighe
be guilty bur of which he s not accused.

No man can be called grilty before a judge has
sentenced him, nor can sociery deprive him of
public prorection before it has been decided that
he has in facc violared the conditions wnder
which such protection was accorded him. ¥hae
righe is i, then, if not simply thar of might,
which empowers a judge o inflice punishment
on a cirizen while doubt still remains as to hig
guilt or innocence? Here is che dilemma, which
is noching new: the fact of the crime is sicher cer-
tain or uncertain; if cerrain, all that is due is che
punishment established by the laws, and tor-
tures are useless because the criminal’s confession
is useless; if uncerrain, then one must nor orture
the innocent, for such, according to the laws, isa
man whose crimes are nor yet proved. . .

... The impression of pain may become so
greac chac, filling the entire sensory capacity of
the tortured person, it leaves him free only to
choose what for the moment is the shortest
way of escape from pain. The response of che
accused is then as inevitable as the impressions
of firc and warer. The sensicive innocent man
will then confess himself guiley when he be-
lieves that, by so deing, he can put an end o
his torment. Every difference berween guile
and innocence disappears by vireae of che very

means one pretends to be vsing to discover it
{Torrure) is an infallible means indeed—for ab-
solving robust scoundrels and for condemning
innocent persons who happen to be weak. Such
are the fatal defects of this so-called criterion of
truth, a criterion fic for a cannibal. . . .

Of two men, equally innocent or equally
guilcy, the strong and courageous will be ac-
quitced, the weak and timid condemned, by
virtue of this rigorous racional argument: “I, the
judge, was supposed to find you guilty of such
and such a crime; you, the strong, have been
able to resist the pain, and I thesefore absolve
you; you, the weak, have yielded, and I therefore
condemn you. Iam aware chat a confession
wrenched forth by torments ought to be of no
weighe whatsoever, but I'll torment you again if
you don't confirm what you have confessed.”

A strange consequence thar necessarily fol-
lows from the use of torture is chat the innocent
person is placed ina condition worse than thar of
the guiley, for if boch are tocruced, the circam-
stances are all against the former. Eicher he con-
fesses the crime and is condemned, or he is
declared innocent and has suffered a punishment
le did not deserve, The guilty man, on the con-
ceaty, finds himself in a favorable sicuarion; char
is, if, as 2 consequence of having firmly resisted
the torture, he is absolved as innocent, he will
have escaped a greater punishment by enduring
a lesser one, Thus the innocent cannot but lose,
whereas the guilty may gain. . ..

1t would be superfluous o feite] . . . che in-
numereble examples of innocenc persons who
have confessed chemselves criminals because of
the agonies of torcure; there is no nation, there
is no age chat does not have its own to cice.

John Howard -

PRISONS IN ENGLAND AND WALES

The efforts of Joha Howard (1726-1790), a British philanthropist, led Parlia-
ment in 1774 to enact prison reform. In 1777 Howard published $2ate of the
Prisons in England and Wales, excerpts from which follow.
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There are prisons, into which whoever looks
will, at first sight of the people confined there,
be convinced, that there is some great error in
the management of them: the sallow meagre
countenances declare, without words, that they
are very miserable; many who went in healthy,
are in a few months changed to emaciared de-
jected objects. Some are seen pining under dis-
eases, “sick and in prison;” expiring on the

floors, in loathsome cetls, of pescilencial fevers, .

and . . . small-pox: victims, I must not say to
the crueley, but I will say to che inacrencion, of
sheriffs, and gentlemen in the commission of
the peace.

The cause of this disteess is, that many ptis-
ons are scantily supplied, and some almost to-
tally unprovided wich the necessaries of life.

There are several Bridewells [prisons for
chose convicted of lesser crimes such as va- -
grancy and disorderly conduct] (to begin with
them) in which prisoners have no allowanie of
FOOD at all. In some, the keeper farms what lit-
tle is allowed them: and where he engages to
supply each prisoner wich one or two penny-
worch of bread a day, I have known chis shrunk
to half, sometimes less than half the quantity,
cut or broken from his own loaf.

Ir will perhaps be asked, does not their work
maintain chem? for every one knows thar chose
offenders are commicred to hard labonr. The an-
swer to chat question, though true, will hardly

be believed. There are very few Bridewells fin -

which any wotk is done, or can be done: The

prisoners have neicher tools, nor materials of .

any kind; but spend their time in sloth, pro-
faneness and debanchery, to a degree which, in
some of those houses chat I have seen, is ex-
tremely shocking. . ..

1 have asked some keepers, since the late acc
for preserving the heaith of prisoners, why no
care is raken of their sick: and have been an-
swesed, that the magistraces tell them the act
does not extend to Bridewells.

In comsequence of this, at the guarter ses-
sions you see prisoners, covered (hardly cov-
ered) with rags; almost famished; and sick of
disesses, which the discharged spread wherever

w
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they go, and with which chose who are sent to
the County-Gacls infect these prisons. .

ayiinsome three halfpennyworch;
in-some. @, peanyworth; in some a shilling a
week, . . . [ often weighed the bread in differ-
ent pnsons ‘and found the penny loaf 7% to 8%

money will "ow purchase, mighe be boughc for
it: yer th allowance continues unaltered. .

This allowance being so far shorc of the crav-
ings of nacure, and in some prisons lessened by
farming to the geoler, many criminals are half
scarved: such of them as at their commirment
were in healch, come our almost famished,
scarce able to move, and for weeks incapable of
labotit:

Manyiprisons have NO WATER. *This defect is
frequenz in Bnciewclls, and Town-Gaols. In
irs of some Councy-Gaols chere is
eplaces where there is water,
aiways locked up within doors,
and have ‘6 more than the keeper or his ser-
vants think fit to bring them: in one place they
are limited to three pints a day each—a scanty
prcms:on for drink and cleanliness! .

éncerany one may judge of the proba-
ity there is against the health and life of
piisoriers; crowded in close rooms, cells, and
subterraneous dungeons, for fourteen or six-
reen hours out of the four and twenty. In some
of chose caverns the floor is very damp: in oth-
ers there is somerimes an inch or two of water,;
and the scraw, or bedding is laid on such floors,
seldom on barrack bedsteads. . . . Some Gaols
have no SEWERS; and in those that have, if they
be not properly atrended ro, they are, cven toa
visirant, offensive beyond expression: how nox-
ious then to people constantly confined in
those prisons!

In many Gaols, and in most Bridewells,
there is no allowance of STRAW for prisoners to
sleep on; and if by any means they gec a little,
it is not changed for months cogether, so that
it is almost worn to dust. Some lie upon rags,
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others upon the bare floors. When 1 have corn-
plained of this to the keepers, their justifica-
tion has been, “The councy allows no straw; the
prisoners have none but at my cost.”

The evils mencicned hicherto affect the
bealth and life of prisoners: I have now ta com-
plain of what is pernicious to their MORALS;
and that is, the confining 2ll sorts of prisonets
together: debrors and felons; men and women;
the young beginner and the old offender; and
with all chese, in some counties, such as are
guilty of misdemeanors only. . . .

In some Gaols you see {and who can see it
withour pain?) boys of twelve or fourteen ea-
gerly listening to the stories cold by practised
and experienced criminals, of their adventures,
successes, stratagems, and escapes.

I must here add, char in some few Gaols are
confined idiots and lunacics. ... The insane,

REVIEW QUESTIONS

1.
proceedings?

whese they are a0t kept separate, distarb and
testify other pnsoners No case is taken of them,
although it is probable that.by;medicines, and
proper zegimen, some of them mighit be restosed
to their senses, and to usefulness in life, . . .

A cruel custom obtains in most of our Gaols,
which is chat of the prisoners demanding of a
new comer GARNISH, FOOTING, or (as it is called
in some London Gaols) CHUMMAGE. "Pay or
strip,” are the fatal words. 1 say fasal, for chey are
50 to some; who having no money, are obliged to
give up pare of cheir scanty apparel; and if chey
have no bedding or straw sleep on, contract
diseases, which I have known to prove mortal,

Loading prisoners with HEAVY IRONS, which
make their walking, and even lying down to
sleep, difficult and painful, is another custom
which I cannot but condemn, In some County-
Gaols the women do not escape this severity.

What were Caesare Beccaria's arguments against the use of torrure in judicial

2. Whac ideals of the Ealightenment philosophes ace reflecred in Beccaria's

arguments?

LW3

Lise che abuses in British jails char John Howard disclosed.

ey

9 On the Progress of Humanity

Marie Jean Antoine Nicolas Caritar, Marquis de Condorcer, ~1794), was a

French mathematician and historian of science. He
pedia and campaigned actively for religious tole
cry. During the French Revolution, Con

dominant Jacobin party and in 1793
Paris, he wrote Sketch for a Histo ;

fibuted to the Encyclo-
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